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Capital Allowances have been available since the post-war 
period in some form or another. The work which we carry

refunds. 

We carry out retrospective, current year and new build 
Capital Allowance claims reviews in accordance with today’s 
legislation.

Individuals, partnerships, companies and certain trusts that
own commercial property and UK Furnished Holiday Lets

have dealt with many claims over the years. Our reputation 

delivering the positive outcomes you are seeking within 
a reasonable timeframe.

Our understanding of a detailed review of all historic capital
expenditure allows us to provide our clients with a professional

Our ethos ensures the client obtains:

are examined taking into account the latest, up to date
legislation

complications to a minimum for both client and advisor,
Accountant or Solicitor

The Maximum Capital Allowances available with the
consequent Maximum tax savings

All of our dealings with clients are on a strictly private and 

successfully identify a claim in excess of £25,000!

We do not require any up front Report Fees or interim payments. 
However a Survey Fee will be due on submission of your application 
once we have evaluated the likelihood that you will have a valid 
claim in excess of £25,000 and before the detailed Report is 
produced.

CAATRL is an experienced Capital Allowances company

We achieve this by:

Being familiar with the historic and latest tax legislation

and HM Revenue & Customs guidance

Our delivery team includes Chartered Surveyors, accountants
and ex-Tax Inspectors experienced in evaluating and compiling
claims

Providing the client with a responsive, bespoke service
sensitive to all his/her needs and their current and future
requirements

The completed Report contains a detailed analysis of
potential claims, views on areas of uncertainty and a readily
understandable Executive Summary

Our commitment that 
than £25,000 will result in a NO FEE outcome. This makes for

for clients.

Capital Allowances are a form of tax depreciation that provide Tax
Relief for property owners, occupiers and investors.

Since 2011, when industrial buildings allowances were abolished,
there has been no tax relief available for expenditure incurred on the

roof, walls and so on.

Instead Capital Allowances are available (by reference to set

in terms of commercial properties, this includes expenditure incurred
on items such as:

• Integral features  

• Long-life assets 

• Plant & machinery

• Short-life assets

•

Capital Allowance Overview

Further legislation which came into force in April 2014 has an impact
on claims made by a purchaser of a second hand commercial property
purchased after that date.

Commonly Capital Allowances are available when a commercial
property is purchased for use in the course of a trade, or property
investment business, or when commercial new-build, extension or

Good examples of such properties include:

• factories

• showrooms

• haulage yards

• hotels/B&Bs

• sporting venues

• industrial units

• workshops

• transport facilities

• golf courses

• cold storage facilities

• leisure facilities

• warehouses

•
• nursing/residential homes

•
•
• distribution centres

• retail shops

• dental surgeries



Capital Allowances are available for two main reasons:

Experience has shown us that unless a business has access to
the appropriate level of knowledge and expertise, it is rare for

majority of UK businesses are not claiming ALL the Tax
Allowances to which they are FULLY entitled.

In short, the majority of commercial property purchases and
subsequent developments, i.e. refurbishments, conversions
and extensions are carried out without identifying all eligible
items of plant & machinery and as a result both current and
potential future claims for Capital Allowances have been
missed. The ultimate consequence of this is that most
businesses are paying more tax that they should and the
Exchequer is receiving more tax than was intended.

Depreciation of assets in business accounts is not an allowable
deduction for tax purposes. However Capital Allowances are
available instead and these are subject to their own, often
frequently changing rules at the hands of the Government of
the time. Manipulating Capital Allowance rules gives a
Government ways in which to encourage investment and target

relief on certain  environmentally - friendly capital expenditure.

Entitlement to Capital Allowances

Lack of Expertise

individuals and partnerships or Corporation Tax for companies 

In short Capital Allowances are an
entitlement; if you have incurred the 
expenditure make sure you claim it.

are entitled.

Why Claims Are Often Overlooked

The most common mistake we see is the failure by a business
to identify much of the qualifying Plant & Machinery within a
building.

Prominent Plant & Machinery assets that make up the integral
fabrication of a commercial building including heating and
cooling systems, emergency lighting, security systems and
sanitary ware etc are examples. Typically these costs are not
segregated from the building cost and are coded to freehold
additions with no allowances claimed. In summary these items
come under immovable installations within the plant and
machinery section for Capital Allowances.

Failure to Identify – 
Plant & Machinery Allowances 

As noted above the complexity and ever changing nature of tax
legislation in this particular area together with the interpretation of
HMRC’s guidance means that, for many businesses, substantial
amounts of allowances go unclaimed over numerous years.

However this does not mean that such allowances are lost forever!

A current claim is easily made on the tax computation which
accompanies the accounts and Tax Return for both individual and
company taxpayers.

Where a claim has been missed in an earlier year, although it is not
possible to go back and re-open tax computations from many
years ago, the costs may be brought into account as qualifying
expenditure in a later year providing that the assets are still in use
in the business.

Timing of Current & Retrospective Claims 

Capital Allowances are an entitlement if they qualify under the rules and
are a valuable, legitimate way in which to reduce your tax liabilities. It is
important that you identify your entitlement and ensure that you claim
them in full where it is advantageous for you to do so.

Tax legislation in the area of Capital Allowances is indeed complex
and changes frequently. We have seen many re-writes of the law, if
not in the underlying principles set out in the 2001 Capital
Allowances Act then the percentage rates and levels of the reliefs
available.

It is commonplace for modern day building practices to provide

a comprehensive, robust claim to the reliefs which the business is
entitled.

Professional knowledge and experience is therefore key to ensuring
that the vital information and documentation is obtained and

Complex Tax Legislation 



Many Accountants do provide Capital Allowances advice. However as
this is a specialist subject most Accountants tend to outsource the work.

allowances, previously unclaimed, by identifying, recording and

some sceptical clients have been surprised at the value CAATRL were
able to add to the existing claims made by their Accountants.

surely they would have made a claim?

knowledge and current understanding of Capital Allowances law and
practice than most High Street Accountants who deal with these
issues far less frequently and widely than us.

Your Accountants may claim on everyday purchases such as curtains,

Surveyor has assessed the property, you could be missing out on a
potentially large Capital Allowances claim. If your Accountants haven’t
undertaken a detailed survey of the property it is highly unlikely that
all appropriate allowances have been claimed.

Far from potentially undermining your Accountants we work closely
with them to ensure that we can achieve the best possible outcomes
in terms of tax savings for you. In fact many of our clients are
introduced to us by their existing Accountants. Your Accountants are

we recognize the complexities of the tax law and practice involved in
successful claims for Capital Allowances so why not get an expert to
do the job?

My Accountants assure me that they have already
claimed for Capital Allowances

Only the basic information is required from you. We, as a team, do all
the research and assessments necessary. Our in-house Surveyor will
visit the property to analyse all the potential plant and machinery and
integral installations that could potentially be subject to a successful
Capital Allowances claim.

How do I avoid having to spend a lot of time
looking for property information for you?

HMRC are used to dealing with Capital Allowance claims, after all they
are within the name ‘allowance’! CAATRL will provide support to your
Accountants in compiling any claims and assist in resolving any issues
in the unlikely event of any HMRC queries on them.

Will my additional claims cause issues with HMRC?

On the sale of any property your Capital Gains Tax liability will be

value of the Capital Allowances claimed to the vendor as part of the
new disclosure requirements which will be taken into account by the
vendor in making future Capital Allowance claims of his own. 

Capital Gains Tax if I want to sell the property?

Yes. It is possible to make a claim in a later year’s Tax Return as long as
the assets are still owned and used in the business.

I bought my property 10 years ago. Can I still claim?

Yes.

generate a tax refund.

If your business is a company within a trading group of companies
again the losses augmented by Capital Allowances claimed may be

will advise how best to achieve this once your Capital Allowances

Should I still consider claiming?

There are absolutely NO HIDDEN COSTS. Should CAATRL fail to identify
an additional £25,000 of unclaimed Capital Allowances then there are

It sounds too good to be true. There must be some
hidden costs?

Unfortunately pension schemes are unable to claim Capital
Allowances.

My company pension fund owns a commercial 
property.  Can I claim?

Sorry, no. An invoice is raised and submitted to you with the
Capital Allowances Report. Payment of the sum due is required
within 14 days of receipt of the invoice by you by which time it is
unlikely HMRC will have processed your tax repayment.

Can I pay CAATRL once I receive my tax repayment?
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Frequently Asked Questions
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Case Studies

Sector Property/Build  Location Purchase Cost/ CAATR Claim
     Expenditure

£1,600,000  £343,689

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Agreement (Including Terms Of Business)
I /We understand that Capital Allowances & Tax  Recovery 

Limited (hereinafter referred to as ‘CAATRL’) have the 

exclusive rights to undertake the claim for current and 

retrospective Capital Allowances for the period up to and 

including the date on this Agreement.

In this Agreement where the context so admits, importing 

the singular shall include the plural and where the client is 

more than one person (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 

Client’), agreements herein are deemed to be joint and 

several.

The Client agrees, to supply the information and 

documentation requested by CAATRL promptly and also 

provide written authority and encouragement to third 

parties, enabling them to provide information and to 

correspond with CAATRL in connection with any Capital 

Allowance claim.

The Client agrees to bear their own costs and those of any 

third parties in providing this information. All 

documentation requested by CAATRL and provided by the 

Client and any third party authorised by the Client will be 

deemed correct.

Where CAATRL are processing a claim for Capital 

Allowances, copies of any correspondence between HM 

Revenue & Customs (hereinafter referred to as ‘HMRC’) and 

the Client relating to the claim or any previous claims are to 

be made available to CAATRL together with any other 

information considered by the Client or the Client’s 

taxation advisor, to be pertinent to the preparation of a 

Capital Allowances claim.

The Client understands that in signing this Agreement, 

the Client is authorising CAATRL to undertake to assess 

the eligibility of the Client’s business to make a Capital 

Allowance claims, and to process that claim on the 

which such Capital Allowance claims can be made and 

will prepare a Report indicating the extent of the claim. 

The Report will be sent to the Client and the Client’s 

advisor/accountant for submission of a claim to HMRC.

The Client understands that CAATRL accepts no 

responsibility or liability for any subsequent cost, 

taxation or similar liability, loss of relief, claim or 

counter claim which may arise as a result of any 

negotiations with HMRC or any other public or 

statutory body. The Client accepts that CAATRL’s 

obligations under this Agreement shall end once the 

Report has been rendered.

[Continued on back page]



Agreement (including Terms Of Business) continued

1. Complete the CAATRL Agreement
2. Provide Accountants and Solicitors details 
3. Obtain information about initial purchase, accounting and claims
4. Initial review by CAATRL
5. Payment of Survey Fee
6. Full site and property Survey
7. Report produced by CAATRL
8.

The Next Steps... 

Capital Allowances & Tax Recovery Ltd 
Hamilton House
1st Floor Church Street
Altrincham
Cheshire
WA14 4DR

Tel: 0161 923 0009
Fax: 0161 386 8660
E-mail: info@caatrl.com
Web: www.caatrl.com

CAATRL

The Client agrees that fees under the terms of this Agreement 
shall become payable to CAATRL as follows: 

A Survey Fee:
The fee for the production of the Report is 5% of the total amount of 

Allowances. The fee is subject to VAT and is payable 14 days from invoice.

Should CAATRL fail to identify at least £25,000 of additional Capital 

Allowances, then no fee is payable whatsoever.

Report Fees become payable to CAATRL upon receipt by CAATRL of 

CAATRL reserves the right to levy such fees where the client’s

the expenditure in our Report and his intention is to submit a claim to 

HMRC, or his rejection of the Report with an explanation of the reasons 

for non-acceptance within 14 days, or where the full amount of 

the Client due to some fault or omission by the Client or their 

advisor/accountant.

our Report qualify for such allowance, CAATRL will provide specialist 

assistance if required by the Client.

8. A Report Fee:

Furnished holiday lettings

£450 + VAT payable now

UK commercial property

£750 + VAT
at a future date based on property value up to £500K

£995 + VAT
at a future date based on property value between £500k 

and £2m 

£1500 + VAT
at a future date based on property value between £2m 

and £5m

£2500 + VAT 
at a future date based on property value at £5m+




